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The Multi—-language Resources Research Group of Osaka University has been working on
multi—language parallel corpora and XML annotation tools. The contents of the corpora
include 5000-word lists (seven languages), 1000 plaintext sentences (12 languages), and
XML-formatted sentences (five languages) that contain syntactic information. Each corpus
has words and sentences which are organized in a tabular format. The type of XML format
used for these corpora is Global Document Annotation (GDA), which allows computers to
automatically recognize the semantic and pragmatic structures of texts. Three XML
annotation tools are created especially for tagging words and sentences in these corpora,
in forms of FLASH applications so that they can be used on Web browsers. The tools’ GUI
has a function to draw parse trees, which helps annotators who are not familiar with XML
data construction. These corpora can be used as fundamental data for contrastive
linguistics and comparative linguistics, and also be used as training data to verify the
validity of statistical analysis in natural language processing researches.
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