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MR O R (330) From 2007 to 2009, we held symposiums and workshops on
“Shikoku-Henro and the Pilgrimages of the World". We had 31 presentations in three years,
all of which were published in the proceedings of our project. We researched Shikoku-Henro,
Kumano-Sankei, and Saigoku-Junrei in Japan, and 10 pilgrimages in other parts of the
world, which cover the Christian world—eastern parts of the ancient Mediterranean,
medieval Europe, medieval and early modern Spain, and medieval and modern England—,
ancient Greece, and Asia—medieval China, contemporary Korea, medieval Mongol,
medieval Egypt, and medieval Java. According to our comparative study, the common
feature of the Japanese pilgrimages and the Christian pilgrimages is that medieval and
early modern people wished for both their spiritual salvation in the other world and

benefits in this world.
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