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WFZERC R OMEEE (330) : This research project aimed to examine a representational and
material process of an idea of “Kyodo(Heimat, homeland)” in the modern Japan. Our
particular research interests revolved around three modalities, (1) how the idea was
accepted, (2) how the idea became postulated as a stable entity in nations’ geographical
imagination, and (3) how various practices for the representation of the “Kyodo” took
place and were developed. In so doing, we focused on a relationship between an educational
system, molded up by the Ministry of Education, that invented teaching programs and
materials to teach pupils geography of their own ‘homeland’ , and other various movements
such as developments of folklore and folk craft studies, discussions over a museum display
of the localness, and promotion of domestic tourism. We also unveiled how the idea of
“Kyodo” contributed to an anchoring of coherent local communities. The research leads
us to understand various aspects of the development of the representation of “Kyodo” .
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