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Life course and social network from a historical perspective: An
empirical analysis
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This study examined the dynamics of life-course and social network
among commoners in eighteenth and nineteenth century Japan using population registers.
First, event history analysis revealed patterns and factors related to mortality, nuptiality
(marriage, divorce and remarriage), and fertility in both urban and rural context. Second,
the result of social network analysis uncovered the importance of kinship, together with
social and geographical homogamy in marriage formation.

2007 1,700,000 510,000 2,210,000
2008 1,300,000 390,000 1,690,000
2009 1,100,000 330,000 1,430,000
2010 900,000 270,000 1,170,000
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( ) Vs.
1716-1870
exp(b) p exp(b) p
0.673 | 0.013 0.716 0.050
(reference) 1.000 1.000
1.371 | 0.062 1.382 0.000
1.791 | 0.002 2.396 0.000
2.392 | 0.000 1.485 0.000
1.424 | 0.045 1.419 0.011
1.558 | 0.008 0.911 0.437
(ref) 1.000 1.000
1708-1759 1.000 1.000
1760-1799 0.872 | 0.238 0.896 0.506
1800-1839 0.754 | 0.021 0.637 0.004
1840-1870 0.823 | 0.172 0.628 0.004
Log-likelihood | -2147.8 -3506.7
Chi-square 364.8 670.6
(da.f) 12) 13)
Prob >
chi-square 0.000 0.000
Number of
observations 8,530 16,606
Number of
events 805 1,132
Number of
individuals 1,294 2,677
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