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WFIEE IR OBEEE (J£30) : After identifying the rice gene responsible for /azyl mutation, which
causes reduced gravitropism of shoots, it was resolved that, in rice coleoptiles, the gene
product (LAZY1) functions between graviperception and lateral auxin translocation and is
also required for circumnutation. It was suggested that coleoptile gravitropism is mediated
by LAZY1-dependent and -independent signaling pathways. We subsequently investigated
the function of an Arabidopsis LAZY1 homolog by using transgenic plants. This homolog
was found to be involved in gravitropism of Arabidopsis shoots, to be expressed mainly
along vascular bundles, and to be localized in the nucleus.
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