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WFZERC R OMEEE (J230) : Although there is a statistically significant association between
modestly raised baseline plasma CRP values and future cardiovascular events, the debate
is still unsettled in regard to whether CRP plays a causal role in the pathogenesis of
atherosclerosis. In this study, we developed transgenic rabbits expressing human CRP in
the liver and investigated the effect of hCRP on the development of atherosclerosis in
cholesterol-fed rabbits. We found that although hCRP expressed in transgenic rabbits
conferred physiological functions to activate complement, hCRP did not promote the
progression of atherosclerosis in transgenic rabbits compared to normal rabbits. However,
hCRP Tg rabbits are susceptible to the thrombus formation induced by balloon—injury
compared to non—Tg rabbits. These results suggest that CRP is a marker rather than mediator
that contributes the lesion formation of atherosclerosis. CRP may accelerate the thrombus
formation.
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