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Psycholinguistic research on speech and spontaneous gesture has revealed that
spontaneous gesture makes important contributions to the production and comprehension
of instructions and narratives (e.g., story retelling). However, speech-gesture coordination
is not necesarily stable all the time, but it can sometimes be disfluent. Possible factors
contributing to the disfluency include speech tempo, complexity of the content of speech,
honorifix, complexity due to the adjustment made for the addressee's comprehension level
about the contents, etc. There does not seem to be systematic study about how
spontaneous gesture and speech become disfluent and how they are organized to become
fluent again. The present study focuses on what is called "microslips" in research on
Intrumental actions, and attempts to determine whether microslips can be observed with
gesture, and, if so, what the conditions are to induce microslips in gesture. For this
purpose, we collected cartoon narrative data of speakers relating the story of "Canary Row,"
where factors such as listener location was manipulated. The results suggest the effect of
listener location and complexity of the speech content on average frequency of microslips on
spontaneous gesture. These outcomes are to be described in papers in preparation for
submitting as journal papers as well as presentations to be made in academic conferences.
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