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Because salt is soluble in water, it has being thought that any trace of salt will
not remain in ancient pottery. However, we have identified strongly bound chloride (C17),
un—-dissolved in water, remaining in the pottery matrix, and demonstrated that strongly
bound Cl1™ can be extracted with fluoride ion. This methodology is successfully applied
to identify ancient salt—making pottery. Moreover, from the analysis of simulated
salt—making potteries, identification of oceanic sterols and sterols from diatoms known
to inhabit on the surface of algae, were found to be capable of distinguishing different
salt-making methods, Sosi—ho (simply concentrate seawater by heating) and Moshio—ho (use
algae to pre—concentrate seawater prior to heating).
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