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Husserl's concept of “reason” traces our discursive reason back to a
kind of intuitive reason as “evidence”. On the basis of such a “reduction” Husserl sharpens
the question about “measure” and “ground” of thinking, which consequently brings about
an “egological” and “ethical” turn in phenomenology. Husserl's concept of “primal I” and
“phenomenologizing I” as well as that of “responsibility” carried by such an “I” provide a
clue to understanding Levinas's thought of “subjectivity” and “reason” in a
phenomenological way. The concept of “reason” proposed by Levinas can be interpreted as
such an ethical one that signifies “awakening” from self-intoxication of cognitive reason.
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