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WFFER R OB (3532) This is a research into contemporary Islamic children’s literature
in English. This research has focused on two areas: the publication and reception of
Islamic children’s literature in Britain, and the literary analysis of the original
Islam-themed stories published by Islamic Foundation (UK). The emphasis was placed
at the treatment of the Islamic and non-Islamic worlds in books aimed for school-age
children. Amish children’s literature has also been studied in order to compare
Islam-themed children’s stories with that of Christian-themed stories. The research
has found some similarities such as recurrent descriptions of religious activities,
mentioning of God’s existence, and strong emphasis on family relationships and house
chores. However, unlike Amish stories which include transgression as an important
part of children’s experiences, Islam-themed stories place stronger emphasis on
conflicts and tensions created by the relationship between Islamic and non-Islamic
worlds rather than showing their main characters transgressing into anti-religious
behaviours.
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