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MR R OBEE (J£30) : Thomas Netter (d.1430), prior-provincial of the English Carmelites, was one
of the most prominent figures in ecclesiastical politics and anti-Lollard campaigns. Margery Kempe
records that Netter once imposed a ban on Alan of Lynn, forbidding him to answer any inquiries she
might have relating to the Scriptures. Netter’s ban on Alan reveals tension latent in the highly
intellectual Order in terms of their pastoral commitment in the midst of religious turmoil. This research
has reconstructed the Carmelite spiritual milieu and their pastoral commitment, and demonstrated how

the female pursuit of the mixed life was shaped by the early 15™ century’s religious politics.
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