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TR FOME (530) : Among the African countries Ethiopia is unique in having its own
writing system since more than two thousand years ago. But its use has been confined to
Geez and Amharic up until the 20t century. Now the situation has changed and many
languages have come to be written. We traced the long history of the use of the writing
system and succeeded in finding its characteristics and problems. We also took up the case
of the Aari, one of the minority languages spoken in South-western Ethiopia, and made
research to find and analyze the meaning of the introduction of the writing in the society.
We have also collected Aari written materials and published them with notes.
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