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Among the numerous subjects of grammatical research on spatial expressions in
Modern Chinese, one of the most remarkable which reflects speakers’ cognition is the
so-called “extended meaning of directional complements”. The aim of the present study has
been to produce a systematic interpretation of some of the main usages of directional
complements through a detailed analysis of such extended meanings. In addition, the
cognitive approach that was adopted in this study has proved effective in clarifying the
relationships between the various usages of different directional complements.
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