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WFFERR RO EE (330) : The rhythmic structure of Emily Dickinson’s poems has been said to
defy generalizations because of its apparent complexity and irregularity. However, it is
shown to be simple and regulated by a limited set of ranked Optimality-Theoretic
constraints. In particular, four markedness constraints on the well-formedness of iambic
verse lines are proposed which exhibit four different rankings. The constraints and their
rankings enable us to reduce seemingly a large number of rhythmic patterns of her poems
to only four patterns and prove to be plausible devices which can also capture the
distribution of metrical inversion cases in other Modern English poems.
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a. With our faces veiled — (164.10)

W S WS W FERLD Y K 2
b. Big my Sécret but it’s bandaged — (267.17)
c. On the Head that started with us — (651.3)
d.’Twas with Text and Village Singing(992.3)
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a.This was but a Storgl - (50.13)
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b. I will give him all the Daises (320.7

c. When it goes, ’tis like the Distance (320.15)

d. Not at home to Callers ( 1)
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d. “Houses ” — so the Wise #Men#[téll#me] —
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e. Past the houses — past [the [#head##lands#;]
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f. And #old# [#sun##shlne#] — about — (362. 2)
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g. Could behold so far a Creatlére — (762.27)
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