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WFZER R OMEEE (Z230) @ Although both Japan and Thailand are categorized as EFL countries
and share several important common features of English Language Teaching, they differ
radically from each other in the policy of introducing English into primary education.
This study aims to address how people’ s perceived needs for acquiring English language
skills influence the government’ s education policy, which in turn influences the way
English is taught at the primary school level. According to the results of a questionnaire
survey conducted in Thailand and Japan, students in Thai schools feel significantly more
strongly than those in Japanese schools that English learned in primary school helps in
later studies, that English is useful in job hunting and education, that parents see English
as an important tool for their children, and that the mother tongue is inadequate in
everyday life or in education. These differences seem to account partly for the apparently
quicker actions of the Thai education authority to implement the teaching of English at
the primary school level. Finally, the Thai preceding implementation suggests that
lowering the age at which students start studying English can have grave consequences for
the entire system of primary education, which therefore needs close scrutiny.
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