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This research investigated the contributions of different language learning settings to the
development of learner language by Japanese learners of German. During the research
period, 38 learners received oral interviews in German. Video and audio recordings of the
students’ performances were made and then transcribed. From the transcripts a database
of different aspects of their performances was made. Developmental changes appeared in
learners in a small group setting; these developments ranged from their phonetical, lexical,
and syntactic performances, through to their use of communication strategies.
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