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HEERERER (EX) Research concerning the development of horizontal personal relations

among members of the political, government, and business wor Id during the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries using diaries of tea connoisseurs as sources
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WFZERC R OMEEE (330) : Using over 60 newly discovered diaries of tea connoisseurs during
the Meiji and prewar eras, I have produced a primary data base with over 20, 000 entries.
Tn addition, I have made second data base listing the dates of birth, “house names,” “tea
names,” affiliation, education, and official position of the most important 700 men.
Through this work I have identified a network of tea connoisseurs from the Meiji period
to the postwar era. The early the Showa period (1926-36) this network, which centered
on the Mitsui zaibatsu, began to crumble, simultaneously, however, scholars and artists
among the intellectual elite began to participate more commonly in the world of tea, as
did female connoisseurs. I was also able to outline the situation regarding tea
connoisseurs in western Japan, the Nagoya area, and the Kanazawa region, which have
previously not been studied.
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