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WFFER R OMEEL (FE£30) : Historians have not considered water policy in early modern Japan
in the light of riverside land policy. To remedy this lack, I investigated a set of river
improvement projects by the Tokugawa Shogunate in both Settsu (fB#E) and Kawachi @l
M) provinces with special attention to riverside land policy. The Shogunate strictly
enforced reed cutting (EEX| V) ¥ CHEffll, a measure intended to curb the growth of reeds
and leave bare land) and the prohibition of ryusaku (#ifE, the cultivation of land by
ploughing and flooding at high water) during the Jokyo (EH*) era (1684-7) . Nevertheless,
such a strict policy was incompatible with the developmental trend for new rice fields
at that time, because riverside land was especially suitable for this. The Shogunate water
policy was greatly transformed in order to develop riverside land during the Genroku and
Hoei eras (1688-1710).
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