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The anxiety about the future increase in health expenditure has
risen along with the rapid progress of aging society in Japan. This brings the importance
of health education provided to the patient as one of the measures, as pointed out by
many researchers so far. The reason is that the increase in health knowledge provided
by health education is expected to lead to early detection and prevention of the disease.
However, this protective efficacy does not necessarily apply to all kinds of diseases.
Some kinds of diseases may not be possibly prevented by man"s effort
In this paper, we Firstly analyzed the variation, if any, of the impact of health knowledge
on the consultation behavior of different diseases at different diagnosis and treatment
unit. Second, we looked at the causes of this variation. We used micro data on the level
of health knowledge each patient possess, their disease ” s kind, their medical expense,
their motivation for the consultation, and the scale difference of medical institution
in with they receive the consultation.

This study would find the kind of disease to which health education is applied most
efficiently from the economic view point, and the result gives important policy
implication for the reduction of health expenditure.
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