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The family benefits in France, which had been positioned as a pillar of the social
security system since 1945, have been repeatedly reformed, with the family allowance
as its axis. The Gillot report, which was produced during the debates on the reform of
1998, presented an analysis showing that the income re-distribution effect from the
means testing of the family allowance was small. The family benefits reform taken
place in 2003 introduced PAJE, a set of measures for families with pre-school age
children. Among many outcomes that PAJE brought to French society, there are two
notable points; 1) A degree of improvement for the childcare environment for the first
child. 2) The increased use of child-minders.
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