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MR OBEEE ($30) : The New Education Movement after the First World War in Britain
deployed many discourses on the philosophy of progressive education that may be classified
into three conceptual stages: (A) idealistic and moral theory on the formation of character;
(B) realistic theory placing emphasis on professional knowledge; and (C) technical theory
on teaching. These discourses served to regulate teachers’ autonomy in conduct of teaching.
In this research we analyzed a Government document Suggestions for Teachers written by
Board of Education (1905) in UK and some progressivist documents, Conference Report of
New Ideals in Education (1914-39) and The New Era (1920-29), in order to extract
discourses on ‘theory of aims of education’, to classify them into (A), (B) and (C), and to
clarify the process of teachers’ professionalisation. Percy Nunn in his classic and highly
influential book On Education (1926, First Pub.:1921) mainly focused on teachers’ conduct
and generated a theory of professionalisation as follows: (a) the aim of education is whole
self-development as an individual and a citizen in social context; (b) the desirable attitude
for teachers is respect for the individuality of each child and play; and (c) teachers should
be 'reflective' and critical about the role of the school.
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