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WFZER S OBEE (J53C) : This study reviews the current roles and functions of Japanese
Saturday schools based on interviews with Japanese students and their parents. The
findings are as follows. First, the acquisition of Japanese language has become the
dominant objective for enrolling in Saturday schools. Second, these interviewees seemed
to evaluate positively the education provided at Saturday schools. Third, Saturday school
can present a challenge to the ethnic identity of students who are long term and permanent
residents. Fourth, the children of long-term and permanent residents seem to have
developed a transnational attitude toward education.
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