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MR B o g (3530) : The purpose of the study was two-fold: a) to describe the tutor’s
role in the initial discussion in the PBL tutorial for the first year university students;
and b) to identify the tutor’s role. The findings of the study showed that the tutor
monitored students’ behaviors to ask further questions to enhance students’ reflective
thinking, to encourage students’ expressive abilities, and to act as a model to
demonstrate the evidence of critical thinking by participating in the discussions
throughout the sessions.
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Table 1 Numbers of statements for each category

L GR D Analytic categories of statements
S T Numbers (%)
Progress RT oT Total
Students 29 (59) 256(84) 1(5) 286(76.3)
1 Tutor 20(41) 50(16) 19(95) 89(23.7)
A Subtotal 49(100) 306(100) 20(100) 375(100)
With a Students 12(75) 176(89.8) 24(55.8) 212(83.1)
tutor 2 Tutor 4(25) 20(10.2) 19(44.2) 43(16.9)
Subtotal 16(100) 196(100) 43(100) 255(100)
Students 15(88.2) 209(93.7) 13(34.2) 237(85)
3 Tutor 2(11.8) 15(6.7) 25(65.9) 42(15)
1 Subtotal 17(100) 223(100) 38(100) 278(100)
B 1 Students 49 408 0 457
With- 2 Students 104 631 3 738
out a 3 Students 17 49 8 515
tutor
A 1 Students 40 440 0 480
With- 2 Students 26 440 2 468
out a 3 Students 26 434 4 464
tutor
2 Students 15(53.5) 207(83.5) 1(8.3) 223(77.4)
1 Tutor 13(46.4) 41(16.5) 11(91.7) 65(22.6)
Subtotal 28(100) 248(100) 12(100) 288(100)
B Students 17(60.7) 467(93.8) 8(38.1) 492(89.9)
With a 2 Tutor 11(39.3) 31(6.2) 13(61.9) 55(10.1)
tutor Subtotal 28(100) 498(100) 21(100) 547(100)
Students 35(81.4) 378(37.7) 46(88.5) 459(87.3)
3 Tutor 8(18.6) 53(12.3) 6(11.5) 67(12.7)
Subtotal 43(100) 431(100) 52(100) 526(100)

LS: Learning Subject number, GR: Group and with/without a tutor, DT: Discussion Term number, RT: Representative

Transaction, OT: Operational Transaction
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