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WFgEEE R OBEEE (J532) : Recently, a novel peptide hormone termed ghrelin has been discovered. The
aim of this work was to clarify regulatory roles of the peptide on gastrointestinal motility. Experiments
using rats showed that ghrelin is generated in the spinal cord, in addition to the stomach, and the ghrelin
released in the spinal cord activates autonomic nerves promoting a strong propulsive motility of the
colon. Results of this work may contribute to establish therapeutic approaches for stress-induced
disorder in the gut.
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