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WFFERR R OME (330) : Helicobacter pylori (H. pylori) is the major cause of chronic active
gastritis and peptic ulcer disease. Although it is suspected that cytokines are involved in
gastric inflammation induced by H. pylori, the mechanisms have not been clearly defined.
In this study, the contributions of IL-17 to the induction of gastric inflammation and to the
protection from H. pylori infection were investigated using IL-17 gene-knockout (IL-177)
mice. Our results suggest that IL-17 may play an important role in the inflammatory
response to the H. pylori infection and ultimately influence the outcome of the H. pylori
associated disease. On the other hand, the antibacterial effect of 18 herbal medicines was
evaluated in vitro and in vivo. Rhei Rhizoma, Artemisiae Capillari Flos and Caryophylli Flos were
bactericidal against H. pylori without the development of acquired resistance, suggesting that herbal
medicines may have potential as complementary and alternative medicines for treatment of
antibiotic-resistant H. pylori infection.
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