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Both hepatic veno—occulusive disease (VOD) and thrombotic microangiopathy (TMA)
after stem cell transplantation (SCT) are life-threatening thrombotic complications.
We demonstrated that prophylactic fresh frozen plasma (FFP) infusion prevented
development of hepatic VOD after SCT in a multicenter, randomized trial. Forty-three
patients were divided into two groups: 23 receiving FFP infusions and 20 not receiving
it. VOD developed only in three patients not receiving FFP. Since 1998, our laboratory
has functioned as a nationwide referral center for TMA by analyzing ADAMTS13. As
the end of 2008, we have established a registry of 919 patients with TMA. Of these,
one-third of TMA patients had severe deficiency of ADAMTS13 activity. Fifty-four
patients were classified as SCT associated TMA. None of the patients in this category
had severe deficiency of ADAMTS13 activity as previously reported.
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