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Analysis of 18F-FDG PET/CT and plasma osteopontin levels were performed in
asbestos—related pleural disease patients. Six patients had histologically proven
malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM). In 11 patients, the disease was considered benign
pleural disease. Four patients had proven asbestos pleurisy. The remaining 7 patients
had proven pleural plaques. Significant differences were found among the three groups
of asbestos—related pleural diseases for the plasma osteopontin levels and the SUVmax.
Significant differences in the SUVmax were found between patients with MPM and those with
asbestos pleurisy and between patients with MPM and patients with pleural plaques. However,
there was no significant difference in the plasma osteopontin levels between patients
with MPM and patients with asbestos pleurisy or between patients with MPM and patients
with pleural plaques. The SUVmax in patients with benign asbestos—related diseases
correlated well with plasma osteopontin levels in the same group, but the SUVmax in

patients with MPM did not correlate with plasma osteopontin levels in the same group.



PET/CT might be more helpful in distinguishing benign asbestos—-related pleural diseases

from MPM than plasma osteopontin,

diseases may reflect changes in pleural inflammation.

and the SUVmax in benign asbestos—related pleural
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