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To determine the epidemiologic features of infectious gastroenteritis patients in pediatric
wards in Japan, a questionnaire survey was conducted in 2007. Gastroenteritis was
monitored in 34 pediatric wards and surveillance was carried out in 4 of them. In addition,
all infectious gastroenteritis patients were examined for the presence of Norovirus (NV) at
2 facilities in 2009 and both the hospitalization frequency and rate of NV nosocomial
infection were determined. According to these epidemiological data, as well as based on
environmental investigations and nosocomial infection examples, the risk of infection was
assessed. Based on a systematic review of the pertinent literature, comparisons of several
NV infection manuals, and discussions among researchers, we attempted to establish
guidelines for the prevention and control of gastroenteritis in pediatric wards.
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