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This study sheds light on the National People’s Congress
(NPC)—the “parliament” of the People’s Republic of China—and the political functions of
NPC delegates. To date, research on politics in contemporary China has paid scant
attention to the activities of the NPC, and even less to the roles played by its delegates.
This study fills the gap in scholarly literature on this topic. In addition, through a survey
on NPC delegates in provincial areas, the study describes how delegates, whose political
functions have until now been little known, work for the purpose of directing benefits to the
constituencies that selected them. It could be said that this study provides scholars of
politics in contemporary China with the basis for developing a new field of research on
Chinese “parliamentary” politics.
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