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Mangdebi kha, is a language of the East Bodish group spoken in the Mangde river
basin, on the eastern slopes of the Black Mountains of west central Bhutan and also in
adjacent parts of the western Black Mountains. The language is also spoken in several
villages to the east of the Mangdechu between Trongsa and Zh’amgang. The language
is also known by the names 'Nyenkha, Henkha and a slew of loconyms whereby the
language is named after one of the villages where it is spoken. The Mangde speaking
area is bounded to the west by Dzongkha, to the east by the Bumthang language, to
the north by the Lakha speaking area, and to the south by the Kheng and Black
Mountain Moénpa languages.



I could work on this language under the auspices of the Dzongkha Development
Commission of the Royal Government of Bhutan toward the completion of a grammar
of Mangde. Initial results of the three fieldworks on the Mande spoken in Tshangkha,
Tronsa include phonetics, phonology, morpho-syntax, and sociolinguistic aspects of the
language as well as folk tales.
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