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IR R OMEEE (J£3L) : This research project’s main goal was to analyze the process of the
formation of the Red Army by the Chinese Communist Party in Guangdong province
during the 1920s and 30s. This task was accomplished by carefully studying the CCP’s
internal documents, which are preserved in the Guangdong Provincial Archives. As a result,
this research project revealed that the communist army mainly relied on the traditional
armed forces of Guangdong province. These were village militias, bandits, and mercenaries.
Previously, many scholars argued that the communist army was composed of peasants,
which received land from the communist lead land reform. However, the internal
documents indicated that the land reform was never successful in Guangdong, and that it
was extremely difficult to mobilize ordinary peasants to join the army. This situation forced
the CCP to conduct their armed struggle by heavily relying on traditional armed forces,
which were abundant in Guangdong during the 1920s and 30s.
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