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hepatocytes after pediatric living donor liver transplantation
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We measured the hepatocyte telomere length of the grafted liver using the tissue Q-FISH
method to know life expectancy of the grafted liver after pediatric living donor liver
transplantation. Our results indicated that telomere length shortening of recipient was
accelerated or equivalent compared with that of donor in all cases. A recipient who could
obtain a complete cessation of immunosuppression with good liver function, the telomere
length was smaller than that of whose donor, but it did not reach significant difference
(p=0.056). In this case, the possibility of predominant telomere shortening retardation
or telomere length prolongation compared with that in her donor might be expected.
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