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The water channel protein aquaporin (AQP) may play roles in the homeostasis of water content in the
brain and brain edema. One possible mechanism of brain edema is glial swelling due to lactic acidosis
associated with ischemia. Here, we investigated the effect of lactic acid on the expression and cellular
distribution of AQP 4 in cultured rat astrocytes. After 24h of incubation, the AQP4 expression level
increased maximally with 35mM lactic acid. The AQP4 expression levels also increased with hydrochloric
acid or acetic acid. In contrast, with sodium lactate, the AQP4 levels did not increase. The increase in
AQP4 expression level occurred without a significant increase in AQP4 mRNA expression level by lactic
acid. Under the conditions of de novo protein synthesis inhibition with cycloheximide, lactic acid increased
the AQP4 expression level. Furthermore, lactic acid increased the AQP4 expression level on the cell
surface of the astrocytes, as determined by a cell surface biotinylation assay and immunocytochemical
examination. The increase in AQP4 expression level on the cell membrane of astrocytes induced by lactic
acid may be a new regulation mechanism of AQP4 in the brain.
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