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Anthropological Studies on Veneration of Saints and Holy Relics in Islam and
Christianity

Akahori, Masayuki

32,600,000

This study focuses on various aspects of the veneration of saints and holy
relics, which are sometimes considered deviations from Islamic and Christian doctrines. We have
attempted to theorize these practices based on an anthropologist®s collection of case studies from
field research. We started with the basic hypothesis that veneration is an essential element of the
worship of the One God in the Abrahamic tradition and demonstrated that new forms of veneration are
spreading today as a form of faith. We then showed how veneration operates through the medium of
human beings and objects, exemplifying reciprocal processes such as the objectification of saints
and the personification of relics. Further research is needed on the sharing of grace that enables

these processes.
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