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研究成果の概要（和文）：本科研プロジェクトでは、日本の外務省が定期的に公表している機密情報を活用し、
さらには情報公開請求も行いながら、冷戦期の「重要な局面」で起こった、北東アジア政治の変化に関する史料
を収集・分析した。特に注目したテーマは、中国と朝鮮の分断、領土問題、同盟力学、そして沖縄の返還であ
る。科研のメンバーやその他の参加者は、日本の新史料をアメリカ、中国、韓国、ロシアの史料と組み合わせ、
朝鮮戦争やベトナム戦争などアジアの冷戦における日本の役割について、これまでにない新しい分析を行った。
この成果は、スタンフォード大学出版社の「冷戦国際史ブックシリーズ」に収録されるべく、間もなく提出さ
れる予定である。

研究成果の概要（英文）：This Kaken gathered documentation on major shifts in Northeast Asian 
politics that took place at “critical junctures” during the Cold War period by drawing on the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry regular declassifications and filing additional FOIA requests. We focused 
on divided China, divided Korea, territorial issues, alliance dynamics and Okinawa. The new Japanese
 materials were paired with American, Chinese, Korean and Russian documents to write fundamentally 
new accounts of Japan's role in Asia’s Cold War, including hot wars in Korea and Vietnam. The 
papers completed by members of this Kaken, together with scholars brought together at Kaken events, 
have been combined into a coedited manuscript of several hundred pages on Japan in the Cold War soon
 to be submitted to Stanford University Press for inclusion in its Cold War International History 
Book Series. We hope for speedy publication to disseminate the results of this Kaken as a major 
contribution to international Cold War studies.

研究分野： international relations
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研究成果の学術的意義や社会的意義
Our Kaken members analyzed new documents from both sides of the Cold War to understand better the 
agreements and conflicts of that period and today. Although Japan is often portrayed as a passive 
actor in the Cold War, our analysis disagrees, highlighting Japanese documentation and activities.

※科研費による研究は、研究者の自覚と責任において実施するものです。そのため、研究の実施や研究成果の公表等に
ついては、国の要請等に基づくものではなく、その研究成果に関する見解や責任は、研究者個人に帰属します。



様 式 Ｃ－１９、Ｆ－１９－１（共通） 
 
 
１．研究開始当初の背景 

Although 2019 unfolded normally enough with first visits to partners and 
collaborator, spring 2020 brought corona infections and deaths worldwide, tamping down the 
possibility to collect archival materials outside of Japan. Unfortunately, during the course of 
this Kaken, more difficult general relations with Russia and China made collection of historical 
data and cooperation with local colleagues more risky for all involved. On top of this, the 
Chinese and Russian policies toward containing Covid-19 also made in-country research all 
but impossible. Russia’s all-out attack on Ukraine, sanctions against Russia and China’s 
support for Russia have all made the situation even more complicated since 2022. Kaken A 
responded to these challenges by seeking closer collaboration with scholars who had already 
amassed large collections of Chinese and Russian documentation in order to draw on their 
expertise. This made it possible to complete, at least approximately, the Kaken’s original plan: 
to systematically gather documentation on major shifts in Northeast Asian politics that took 
place at “critical junctures” during the Cold War period.  
 
２．研究の目的 

This Kaken gathered documentation on major shifts in Northeast Asian politics that 
took place at “critical junctures” during the Cold War period by drawing on the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry regular declassifications and by filing additional FOIA requests. We focused 
on divided China, divided Korea, territorial issues, alliance dynamics and Okinawa. The new 
Japanese materials were paired with American, Chinese, Korean and Russian documents to 
write fundamentally new accounts of Japanese involvement in Asia’s Cold War, including hot 
wars in Korea and Vietnam. The papers completed by members of this Kaken, together with 
scholars brought together at Kaken events, have been combined into a coedited manuscript 
of several hundred pages on Japan in the Cold War soon to be submitted to Stanford 
University Press for inclusion in its Cold War International History Book Series, cosponsored 
by the Cold War International History Project at the Woodrow Wilson Center for 
International Scholars in Washington, DC.  
 
３．研究の方法 

The main method used was the gathering of materials from both sides of the Cold 
War and then bringing together analytical studies using these materials. This method could 
be characterized as both interactive and comparative. With Russia and China cooperation 
increasingly difficult, events with partners in Korea and Taiwan were expanded leading to a 
“Korea in the Cold War” workshop co-sponsored with Waseda University’s Graduate School 
of Asia-Pacific Studies and a “Taiwan in the Cold War” workshop co-sponsored with National 
Chengchi University in Taipei.  Papers written by Kaken members were also presented at 
two international symposia organized by the Slavic-Eurasian Research Center in Sapporo.  
Top global experts commented and critiqued the research product of the Kaken in these 
international venues preparing them for eventual publication.  
 
 



４．研究成果 

The research results can be divided into three areas of analysis roughly 
corresponding to three critical junctures in the Asian Cold War.  Studies on the postwar era 
showed Stalin’s special interest in Japan in the immediate years following World War II, as he 
hoped for revolution in Northeast Asia and an expanded region of Soviet influence. But his 
policy of deporting Japanese prisoners of war to Siberia undermined his quest for influence, 
as Japanese public opinion turned anti-Communist. This was further compounded by 
Japanese policy in support of UN/US forces during the Korean War and repression of 
domestic resistance on the Left by both Japanese and US occupation forces. New research on 
the complexities of recognition and non-recognition that played out in the period from the 
San Francisco Peace Conference until the 1955-56 London and Moscow talks also highlights 
Japanese decisions instead of the previous emphasis on American and Soviet roles in the over-
arching dynamic of the Cold War. Quietly, but emphatically, Japan played important roles in 
shaping the Cold War environment in East Asia.  

Our analysis of détente looks at several key Japanese breakthroughs, including the 
reversion of Okinawa and the nuclear policy that accompanied it, the peace treaty signed 
between Seoul and Tokyo and the US role in helping to broker it, and the Japanese 
preparations for normalization with Beijing that allowed for an immediate reaction to 
Kissinger’s and Nixon’s historic visits to China. Although the tidal shift of détente did cause 
even Pyongyang to seek better relations with Seoul to avoid isolation, by 1973 much of this 
momentum had dissipated as China plunged into the Cultural Revolution and the US-Soviet 
relationship headed towards renewed tension. Japanese relations with Soviet clients in Eastern 
Europe improved in parallel with Ostpolitik, but were unable to provide a path to peace in 
Vietnam, despite Japanese initiatives in that direction. 

The end of the Cold War also witnessed Japanese attempts to develop new channels, 
such as former Prime Minister Nakasone’s 1988 speech in Moscow, an attempt to restart 
negotiations on the territorial dispute. But there was only a narrow window between this 
opening and Gorbachev’s loss of absolute power in 1990. Although Japan’s LDP, led by 
Ozawa Ichiro, made concerted efforts to focus Gorbachev on Japan’s ability to help him out 
of economic disaster, Gorbachev instead took lesser amounts of aid from Korea in exchange 
for cross-recognition. The competing demands of different Cold War legacies could not all be 
satisfied in the limited time given. Similarly, Seoul became concerned when Japan’s top LDP 
leader Kanemaru Shin went to Pyongyang for talks with Kim Il Sung. The result was that 
Nordpolitik never had lasting results on the Korean peninsula and led directly to the ongoing 
nuclear crisis.  

In short, the multiplicity of hardened disagreements laid down in the early years of 
the Cold War competed for attention during brief windows of mutual détente.  Some parties 
reacted to the flux of these periods by pushing change, while others made small concessions 
while waiting for the dangerous currents of reform to pass. In this way, the basic security 
structure of the Cold War has continued until the present day. We hope for speedy publication 
in book form to disseminate the results of this Kaken as a major contribution to international 
Cold War studies that re-evaluates Japan’s role in the Cold War. 
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