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Physiological and pathological roles of basophils

Karasuyama, Hajime
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Basophils are the rarest granulocytes circulating in the peripheral blood
and evolutionally conserved in many animal species. Their functional significance remained an enigma
for a long time because the basophil research has been hampered by their paucity. In this study, we
took advantage of newly-developed analytical tools and have clarified that basophils play crucial
roles in vivo, either beneficial or deleterious ones, depending on health and disease conditions.
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