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Elucidation of effects of prenatal environment on neurodevelopmental disorders,
brain sex differentiation and obesity: a birth cohort study
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i o _In this study, we prospectively followed a birth cohort of children as a
life-course epidemiological study. We evaluated the effects on developmental disorders such as ADHD

(Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) and their underlying "cognitive characteristics" from
school age to adolescence. Additionally, the effects on brain sex differentiation, the onset of the
secondary sexual characteristics at puberty, and the presence or absence of increased risk of
obesity in children who were underweight at birth were investigated. The association between fetal
exposure to MEHPs and ADHD at age 6 years was increased with prenatal exposure to MEHPs, but this

association disappeared at age 8 years.
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