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Exploring the right to know one"s origins: A comparative study of anonymous
infant relinquishment and reproductive medicine in Japan and Germany
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This project examined and compared the discourse surrounding the "right to
know one"s origins™ in Japan and Germany. It focused on the specific issues related to anonymous
child relinquishment (for example, systems of anonymous/confidential birth or baby hatches) and
assisted reproductive technology (in particular, artificial insemination by donor (AID)).

Employing an interdisciplinary approach, the project analyzed the respective discussions, ethical
issues, current practices, and legal scenarios in both countries from the perspective of the "right
to know one"s origins." It also elucidated the characteristics and legal-cultural backgrounds
shaping these discussions.

Furthermore, throu?h expert interviews and by engaging with relevant stakeholders, the potential
sociological, legal, and ethical implications of not knowing ones origins were clarified.
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