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Research on sustainability of traditional materials, mainly on animal glue and
research networking.

Kitada, Katsumi

13,180,000

Animal glue (AG) has been a versatile traditional material since ancient
times. However, associated information was neither sufficiently published nor shared, thus sudden
discontinuation of commercial AG productions often interfered with creation of paintings and
conservation on cultural properties.

This research group conducted international interdisciplinary research and sophistication based on
scientific recognition on classical/domestic/industrial AGs from various perspectives, so that
artists and conservators can choose and utilize AGs based on accurate knowledge and contribute to
the continuance of traditional culture.

In order to ensure the sustainability on this material, we extensively focused on the field of East
Asian traditional paintings in terms of their use and dissemination, and also collaborated with
egucational institutes such as a university and a museum in the West in terms of research and
education.
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Harvard Art Museum, Naumburg Room / Art
Study Center Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston, Conservation Center Voss Seminar Room

"Science, Production, and Applications of Animal
Glue (Nikawa): Painting, Inkstick (Sumr), and
Conservation™

"Production of Classical

Deer Antler Animal Glue"

"About Exfoliation and Fixation of the Mineral
Pigments"

/ /

"Materials, Techniques, and Construction of Japanese Painting"
Harvard Art Museums, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Harvard
University Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, The conservation center that

serves the Harvard University Libraries, Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum Studio, a
private conservation studio in Somerville, MA
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K. Lee, M. Inaba

Conservation Based on Material Dynamics among Japanese Painting Paper, Lining, and Environments: Effect of Dosa, Cu2+ and
Animal Glue on the Degradation of Lined Paper in Moist Heat Ageing Method

45th Annual CAC(The Canadian Association for Conservation of Cultural Property) Conference (2019 Halifax)
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(Preparation Methods and Properties of Classical Animal Glue)
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http://nikawalabs.com/index/
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Science, Production, and Applications of Animal Glue (Nikawa): Painting
technique, Inkstick (Sumi) production, and Conservation applications Harvard Art
Museums, and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
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