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The image of “ Heidi” , originally created by the Swiss writer Johanna
Spyri, circulates nowadays internationally as an icon which, while symbolizing Switzerland,
activates tourism industry and goes on the market as various character goods. Our research project
practiced transnational and -medial readings of not only the original novels but also numerous
translations and adaptations, showing that the uniqueness of the figure Heidi emerges from Spyri“s
writing strategy who deconstructs exorcism and nationalism concerning the representation of the
Girl of the Alps” which has its own tradition. This unique figure with its power to evoke a strong
feeling of liberty helped to form alternative public spheres among its recipients who had suffered
under dominant patriarchal gender norms, and thus survived and remained the same in its core
throughout the long history of uncountable trials of translation and adaptation, e.g. the Japanese
animation series which keeps a global influence today.
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