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This study describes the morphological and syntactic structure of
passive constructions and passive forms of verbs from the viewpoint of how the so-called "passive"
is expressed in African languages. We tryed to clarify their regional distributions and their
typological and diachronical characteristics.

Data on African languages were collected from overseas field surveys and a literature review. We
also use the data on Indonesian, the research member®s specialty, for the contrastive study.The
languages for which data were collected from overseas fieldwork include the Bantu languages:
Swahili, Rwandan, Gandan, Herero, and Niha, the West African languages: Bambara, Akan, and Hausa,
and the Juba Arabic and Nile Saharan languages of South Sudan.
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