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This study diverges from the traditional approach that seeks to define words

based on grammatical and phonological characteristics. Instead, it explores how internal elements
such as morphemes and pre-morphemic sound chains are integrated into words. The goal is to analyze
word formation across different linguistic types: isolating, agglutinative, polysynthetic, and
pseudo-polysynthetic, and thereby elucidate the essence of words.
The results of this four-year research project have been compiled in a collection of essays titled ™
The Essence of Words from a Typological Perspective,” published in 2023 by Hituzi Syobo. The
collection reveals that natural languages can be divided into polysyllabic and monosyllabic
languages, with word formation in polysyllabic languages occurring at both the lexical and syntactic

levels, whereas in monosyllabic languages, it occurs solely at the syntactic level.
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