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In the past year the IVEProject has welcomed over 9,000 students from 17

countries and over the last 5 years some 31,000 students and 600 teachers from 25 countries. Half of
those students were from Japan. 3 universities in Japan have incorporated the IVEProject across
their students’ English curriculum and many others have included it in sections of their
curriculum. Last year there were 2 English as a lingua franca projects and 5 dual-language projects
(Japanese /English and Japanese/Chinese). Research that has been carried out has shown that students
(even those with limited English language ability) participating in international virtual exchange
improve their intercultural empathy, interactional confidence, and understanding of their own and
other cultures. Though not categorically proven, the research suggests that English language ability
also improves for those that participate actively.
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