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The Philippine Islands as Hispano-Asia: A Comparative History with Mexico Using
Material and Literary Sources
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This study attempted to elucidate from both material and textual sources how
the hispanization of the Philippine Islands, which occurred in an Asian-like environment, was
similar to and different from the case of Mexico. The main objects of analysis were crops,
represented by coconuts, which grew in areas with similar climatic environments, chocolate-drinking
cups invented by a viceroy of Mexico and imported partly from Japan, church buildings that served as
important centers for preaching Christian doctrines, and technology for printing church-related
books. The analysis confirms that hispanicanization in the Philippine Islands proceeded in a
different manner from that in Mexico, and that the forms of reception were by no means uniform, and
that the mediators were also varied. However, due to the limitations of the data and the pandenic,
the identification of the mediators and the process of the adaptation remained unsatisfactory.
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