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Building a Meiji Restoration Period Historiography Based on a Reconstructive
Analysis of the Dispersed Meiji Dajokan Document Groups

HAKOISHI, Hiroshi

6,450,000

Web

We examined Meiji Dajokan documents, which were transmitted mainly through
the National Archives of Japan, the Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo, and the
Imperial Household Agency, as well as government documents contained in personal writings of key
bureaucrats such as SANJO Sanetomi and IWAKURA Tomomi. Our study elucidated the overall structure of

the groups of Meiji Restoration government documents held by each institution, the conditions
surrounding their transmission, and the relationship among individual documents contained in each
document group. We focused on the documents’ form, such as seal placement and traces. Using these
materials as a guide, we presented a new research method that could shed light on the Meiji
Restoration government’ s administrative practices and political proceedings.
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