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"Yukaku Society" to Modern Japan: a historical synthesis based on primary
sources.
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We investigated primary sources created bK courtesans, prostitutes, brothel
owners, rental establishments, and intermediaries, linked to yukaku (brothel quarter) society in
Japan and its colonies between the early modern to modern period. Through analysis of primary
sources, we elucidated the realities of the contractual agreements in the prostitution industry, the
management of brothels, and the mechanisms that made it difficult for prostitutes to reduce their
debts. We also scrutinized the activities of intermediaries. Furthermore, we helped to produce
narratives on "the history of yukaku Society" aimed at the general public, based on an analysis of
urban social structures. To promote academic exchange domestically and internationally, we engaged
in materials unearthed in regional women®s history from the 1970s to 1980s and worked on comparative
studies of yukaku societies in colonial territories, demonstrating new possibilities for
collaborative research.
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