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The process of the formation of samurai strongholds was also the process by
which the samurai took control of the economic distribution of their territory and established their
power with the castle town as their center. As economic and distribution developments in the 15 th

century led to the development of cities as the core of local communities (Port towns, religious
cities, etc.), samurai families were able to gain control of the region at a level they had not been
able to before by gaining control of the city. The Toyotomi government created more centripetal

centers and pushed for consolidation of power by building castle towns in conquered areas and by

having subjugated feudal lords build advanced castle towns. The castle town was an important element
for the "unification of the whole country."” Furthermore, in the early modern period, the castle

towns of the feudal lords of each feudal domain acquired a prominent centrality and became bases for
integrating their territories.
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