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This study focuses on the relationship between water use and social change
over a relatively long span of the 16th-20th centuries in Khorazm, one of the largest oasis areas in
Central Asia. During this period, Central Asia frequently faced social changes due to the conquest
and settlement of the Uzbek nomadic groups from the 16th century, the military conquest and colonial

rule of the Russian Empire in the 19th and the 20th centuries, and the subsequent socialist
modernization initiated by the Soviet Union. This study examines the relations between the local
settled and nomadic ethnic groups over water resources, the impact of the large irrigation projects
led by both the Russian and Soviet governments on local society.
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