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Yijianzhi, consisting of 206 volumes, is a curation of anomalous
anecdotes that Hong Mai had heard and collected iIn different places. It is categorized as a
collection of strange tales. The work covers all areas of society from local customs and stories of
deities and demons to spiritual life and medical prescriptions. As such, we can find vivid
impressions of daily life and culture as well as values of the people of the time that we cannot
find in most other writings by scholar-elites. Literally, it is a treasure trove of historical
materials.

We has endeavored to discuss the importance of using Yijianzhi as historical source material,
how to facilitate the use of the text for such purposes, how to promote this text, which is
attracting more attention in Japan and abroad, as a subject of international collaborative studies,
and this has led to the establishment by the author with several other scholars of a collaborative
research project.
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