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Historical Anatomy of Public Opinion Making in Australia: Public Meeting Data
Analysis via Natural Language Processing
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Using the Trove newspaper database, a database of major historical
newspapers in Australia, this study extracts the information from advertisements and articles about
public meetings during the period 1803-1954 to reveal changes in the structure of public opinion
formation and the public sphere in Australia. The necessary data were extracted from PDF files,
which are image data of advertisements, using natural language processing techniques for data
extraction. The change in the number of public meetings, dates and days of meetings, places of
meetings, their purposes, those who requested the meetings, those who convened them, and those who
were convened, were identified according to the time series, and the structural changes were shown.
Information was also extracted from newspaper articles, but the number of cases here was not

sufficient at 7,000.
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